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Subject Description Form 
 
 

Subject Code APSS5203 

Subject Title Contemporary Issues in Social Policy 

Credit Value 3 

Level 5 

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

Nil 

Assessment 
Methods 

 

100%    Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment 

1. Seminar Participation 10% 

2. Seminar Presentation  30% 

3. Term Paper 40% 

4. Short Essay – Case Study 20% 

 The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned; 

 The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for 
passing the subject; and 

 Student must pass all components (standard of passing) if he/she is to pass the 
subject. 

Objectives 
 

1. To introduce in-depth studies on various social policy issues/domains to students; 
 

2. To outline the various institutional arrangements of social policy issues and to 
appreciate the risks and constraints involved in planning these policies; 

 
3. To apply various theoretical approaches used to analyse social policy and 

development around the world. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
 
a.  Basic knowledge and competence of the field of study 

Students will be able to enunciate in depth major emerging issues in social policy 
making and social development in a comparative perspective 

 
b. Effective Communication 

Students will be able to demonstrate their proficiency effectively in communicating 
and dissecting major issues emerging in social policy making and planning for 
social development 

 
c.  Independent critical thinking 

Students will be able to demonstrate confidently their independence and creativity 
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in solving policy and development dilemmas and tensions associated with policy 
and development processes 

 
d. Ethical and Social Understanding 

Students will be able to identify ethical values and vision crucial to analyzing and 
exploring responsible policy and development solutions emerging in contemporary 
international and local contexts. 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 
 

1. Social Policy Issues: Introduction to global and local dimensions 
 An introduction to the broad spectrum of social policy issues facing contemporary 

welfare capitalism.  Particular emphasis would be placed on issues such as: 
poverty and labour market distortions, changing role of the family, risks and life 
long income security, and those domains which affect the level of security: 
housing standard, health care, and the effectiveness of social security system. 

 
2. The Role of Government in Social Policy & Social Development 
 An emphasis will be placed on the centrality of government role in achieving 

balanced social development.  The controversy between productivism and 
developmentalism as different guiding principles of social development will be 
critically examined to highlight the possibilities and limit of government’s role in 
facilitating the development of household opportunity through asset-building, 
enhancing family and community functioning.  Particular emphasis will be 
focused the issue of social justice in the process of social policy resource 
allocation, and the role of the government, in conjunction with the larger society, 
in building an inclusive environment for the poor and socially deprived. 

 
3. The Political Economy of Social Policy in East Asia 
 The focus will be on the shift from explanations emphasizing convergence in the 

development of welfare states to those focusing on divergence.  Particular 
attention will be paid to the East Asian Welfare Regime where the emphasis on 
workfare and system integration has been prevailing.  Students will need to 
explore the issue of welfare and social justice within a socio-political context that 
give undue advantages to capitalists in terms of social resource allocation, and 
deeply oppose a fairer society through developmental social welfare. 

 
4. Impact of Economic Crises on Family Functioning 
 The focus will be on the shifting role of the family as source of mutual aid and 

how changing global economy has stressed and shaped modern intra-familial 
relationship.  Questions would be raised as to the impact of changing socio-
economic policy on the continuing well functioning of the family and how the 
capacity of normal family functioning could be protected by social policies. 

 
5. Do we need health insurance? 
 The focus would be on the problem of increasing health care cost and the 

problems and risks associated with various forms of health care insurance.  The 
issue of health insurance will be examined comparatively and critically, citing 
examples of successes and failures.  A careful examination will be conducted on 
the effectiveness and efficiency of the current mixed health care system shared 
between the state and the market, its advantages and disadvantages, its potential 
for improvements and possible constraints in the provision of long-term care for 
an ageing population. 

 
6. Why are social security systems failing? Any alternative? 
 The focus would be on the problems associated with the prevailing failures of 

social security systems around western industrial economies and in the context of 
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an extremely volatile global economy in the post financial tsunami era.  Special 
efforts will focus on a critical examination of alternatives to social security and 
how East Asian societies and governments cope with the problem of long-term 
income security through system integration and risk management.  Institutional 
arrangements to facilitate the state and family in conjoint effort to build long-term 
income security will be explored. 

 
7. The Role of Housing in Social Development 
 The unique role of housing policy as both a risk and a growth factor for families in 

the context of long-term asset building for income security would be carefully 
examined.  Seldom does social policy carry such complex interfaces with both 
economic and urban policy as housing issues touch on land supply, the 
construction industry and the banking system. Within the large set of housing 
policies emphasis will be placed on home ownership policy and the quality of 
urban life associated with owner-occupation in metropolitan cities like Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Taipei and Seoul. 

 
8. Welfare Consumption and Ethopolitics   
 Modern welfare policy often conjures up images of choice, autonomy and self-

determination in welfare consumption.  This lecture will focus on the role and 
identity construction of welfare recipients.  Particular emphasis would be placed 
on the concept of governmentality and ethopolitics where governance is disguised 
within a plethora of governing technologies aiming at promoting non-existent 
choices.   

 
9. Poverty – its many forms and causes in high growth East Asian Economies 
 The focus would be on understanding the form and causes of perpetuating poverty 

amongst low-income people in Hong Kong.  Examples will be drawn from other 
relevant East Asian countries who are beset with similar problems, and why public 
policy has failed thus far to alleviate the problem. 

 
10. Asset, Risk & Social Policy 
 Modern social policies are now concerned with how social policies could enhance 

family and individual capacity to face both economic and non-economic family 
crises.  Asset-building has been seen as vital life-long process to enhance such 
capacity.  The focus of the lecture will be how government has succeeded or failed 
to use social policies to enhance such capacity-building. 

 
11. Disasters and Social Policy 
 Modern life is beset with natural disasters of a scale that commonly shattered 

families and communities within a short time. This often calls for emergency 
social policies from both the state and the society.  Proper coordination in the 
organization of urgent relief work and long-term community rehabilitation calls 
for prior knowledge and planning.  The lecture will focus on recent experiences in 
earthquakes, SARS and other epidemics to have a preliminary evaluation of the 
effectiveness and equity issues of such relief work.   

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  
 

Students will involve in interactive lectures to learn the major current issues arising 
from changing frameworks and theories for understanding social policy, policymaking 
and social development in international and local contexts. Different cases study will 
be proposed to allow students to gain a broad perspective.  In seminars, students will 
learn from their group projects to focus on a major contemporary policy or social 
development issue to put their knowledge and skills into practice.  

Assessment  
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Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed 

a b c d 

1. Seminar Participation 10%     

2. Seminar Presentation 30%     

3. Term Paper 40%     

4. Short Essay – Case 
Study 20%     

Total  100%  

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the 
intended learning outcomes: 

Seminar Presentation  
Students will undertake one group presentation chosen from a list of seminar topics. 
Students will be expected to prepare a document identifying the key points of and 
discussion points emerging from the presentation. A copy of the Power-Point 
presentation should be submitted for assessment. Through this exercise, students will 
be able to demonstrate their basic knowledge in the field of study, their effectiveness 
in communicating and responding to ideas and discussions, their independent thinking 
and creativity, capability in making critical judgment and ability in tackling ethical 
issues in policy and social development. 
 
Term Paper 
The individual term paper should be up to 3,500 words long, choosing from a list of 
questions/topics to be provided.  The policy issues covered should normally be 
different from those investigated in the seminar presentation.  However, if the same 
presentation area is to be used for the term paper it must be set at an analytic level 
much deeper than the presentation.  This certainly requires more in-depth treatment 
and wider readings. Prior approval should be sought from tutors in this regard.  
 
This piece of assessment will require students to demonstrate they have the knowledge 
and competence expected in the field, good competence in communicating ideas and 
research findings, creative and appropriate use of information, good judgments in 
organizing and delivering arguments and narratives and independent thinking in 
resolving ethical and social development issues.  
 
Short Essay – Case Study 
Students will write an 1000-word position paper on the assigned welfare issue. This 
piece of assessment will allow students to show their ability in making creative and 
independent use of available secondary information to highlight their specialized 
knowledge in one particular social policy or social issue.  As well, they will be able to 
reveal their proficiency in communicating ideas, understanding of ethical and social 
issues and ability in making fine judgment through this written work. 

Student Study 
Effort Expected  

Class contact:  

 Lecture 27 Hrs. 
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  Seminar presentation and discussion 12 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Self-directed Study 42 Hrs. 

 Preparation of Presentation 20 Hrs. 

 Preparation of Term Paper 20 Hrs. 

 Preparation of Case Study 5 Hrs.  

Total student study effort  126 Hrs. 

Medium of 
Instruction 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment 

English 

Reading List and 
References 

Essential 

Alcock, P., May, M., & Wright, S.D. (Eds.) (2016). The student's companion to social 
policy (5th edition). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley & Sons. 

Hill, M. (2006). Social policy in the modern world: A comparative text. Oxford: 
Blackwell publishing. 

Lee, J. and Chan, K-W. (Eds.) (2007). The crisis of welfare in East Asia. Lanham, 
MD: Lexington Books. 

Lee, J.  Midgley, J. & Zhu, Y. (Eds.) (2014). Social policy and change in East Asia. 
Lanham: Lexington Books. 

Midgely, J., Livermore, M. (Eds.) (2008). The handbook of social policy.  Thousand 
Oaks: Sage Publications. 

Supplementary 

Alcock, P. (2006). Understanding poverty. Basingstoke, New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

Amadio, M. (2000). World data on education: a guide to the structure of national 
education systems. Paris: International Bureau of Education, UNESCO. 

Agus, M., Doling, J., & Lee, D.S. (2002). Housing policy systems in South and East 
Asia. Basingstoke, Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan,  

Aspalter, C. (2001). Different worlds of welfare capitalism: Australia, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Sweden, Germany, Italy, Hong Kong and 
Singapore. Discussion Paper No. 80, Public Policy Program.  Canberra: 
Australian National University. 

Bambra, C. (2005). Worlds of welfare and the health care discrepancy. Social Policy 
and Society, 4(1): 31-41.  

Barr, N. (2002). Reforming pensions: Myths, truths, and policy choices. International 
Social Security Review, 53(3): 3-26. 

Bradshaw, J. & Finch, N. (2002). A comparison of child benefit packages in 22 
countries. Department for Work and Pension Research Report, No. 174. Leeds: 
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Corporate Document Services. 

Briggs, A. (2000). The welfare state in historical perspective. In C. Pierson and F.G. 
Castles (eds), The welfare state reader (pp. 18-31). Cambridge: Polity Press.  

Clarke, J. (2000). A world of difference? Globalization and the study of social policy. 
In G. Lewis, et al (Eds), Rethinking social policy (pp. 201-216).  London: Sage 
Publications.  

Clasen, J. (Ed.) (1999). Comparative social policy: Concepts, theories and methods. 
Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 

Croissant, A. (2004). Changing welfare regimes in East and Southeast Asia: Crisis, 
change and challenge. Social Policy & Administration, 38(5): 504-524. 

Daly, M. (1997). Welfare states under pressure: Cash benefits in European welfare 
states over the last ten years. Journal of European Social Policy, 7(2): 129-146.   

Daly, M. & Lewis, J. (2000). The concept of social care and the analysis of 
contemporary welfare states. British Journal of Sociology, l 51(2): 281-298. 

Daly, M. & Rake, K. (2003). Gender and the welfare state: Care, work and welfare in 
Europe and the USA. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Esping-Andersen, G. (1990). The three worlds of welfare capitalism. Cambridge, 
Polity Press. Chapter 1: ‘Three worlds of welfare capitalism’.  

Finer, C.J. (2001). Comparing the social policy experience of Britain and Taiwan. 
Aldershot: Ashgate.  

Forrest, R & Lee, J. (Eds.) (2003). Housing and social change: East-West 
perspectives. London: Routledge.  

George, V. & Wilding, P. (1984). Welfare and ideology. Hemel Hempstead: Harvester 
Wheatsheaf. 

Ginsburg, N. (1979). Class, capital and social policy. London; Basingstoke: 
Macmillan. 

Ginsburg, N. (1992). Divisions of welfare: a critical introduction to comparative 
social policy.  London: Sage. 

Ginsburg, N. (2005). Structured diversity: a framework for critically comparing 
welfare states. In Kennett, P. (Ed.) The handbook of comparative social policy 
(pp: 201-216). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

Gough, I. (1979). The political economy of the welfare state.  London and 
Basingstoke, Houndsmills: Macmillan.  

Groves, R., Murie, A. & Watson, C. (2007). Housing and the new welfare state: 
Perspectives from East Asia and Europe. Aldershot: Ashgate. 

Holliday, I. & Wilding, P. (2003). Welfare capitalism in East Asia: Social policy in 
the tiger economies. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Holliday, I. (2000). Productivist welfare capitalism: Social policy in East Asia. 
Political Studies, 48: 706-23. 

Holliday, I. (2005). East Asian social policy in the wake of the financial crisis: 
Farewell to productivism?, Policy & Politics, 33(1): 145-62. 

Hout, W. (Ed.) (2007). EU development policy and poverty reduction: Enhancing 
effectiveness. Aldershot, England. 

Jones, C. (1993). The Pacific challenge: Confucian welfare states. In Jones, C. (Ed.) 
New perspectives on the welfare state in Europe (pp.184-202).  London: 
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Routledge. 

Kennett, P. (2001). Comparative social policy: Theory and research. Buckingham: 
Open University Press. 

Kennett, P. (Ed.) (2004). The handbook of comparative social policy. Cheltenham: 
Edward Elgar. 

Kennett, P. (2008). Governance, globalization and public policy. Cheltenham: Edward 
Elgar. 

Kwon, H. (1998). Democracy and the politics of social welfare: a comparative 
analysis of welfare systems in East Asia. In R. Goodman, G. White and H. 
Kwon (Eds.), The East Asian welfare model: Welfare orientalism and the State 
(pp. 27-74). London: Routledge. 

Kwon, H. (Ed.) (2005). Transforming the developmental welfare state in East Asia. 
Basingstoke, Houndsmills: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Lee, J. (1999). Housing, home ownership and social change in Hong Kong.  ldershot: 
Ashgate. 

Lee, J. (2000). From welfare housing to home ownership: The dilemma of China's 
housing reform, Housing Studies, 15(1): 61-76.  

Lewis, J. (2000). Gender and welfare regimes.  In G. Lewis, et al (Eds.), Rethinking 
social policy (pp. 37-51). London: Sage.  

Pierson, C. & Castles, F.G. (Eds.) (2000). The welfare state reader. Cambridge: Polity 
Press.  

Pierson, P. (2000). Three worlds of welfare state research, Comparative Political 
Studies, 33(6/7): 791-821. 

Ragin, C. (1987). The comparative method: Moving beyond qualitative and 
quantitative strategies.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. (Chapters 
1 and 3). 

Ramesh, M. (2000). Welfare capitalism in Southeast Asia: Social security, health, 
and education policies.  New York: Palgrave. 

Ramesh, M. (2004). Social policy in East and Southeast Asia: Education, 
health, housing and income maintenance. London: Routledge Curzon.  

Rose, R. (1991). Comparing forms of comparative analysis. Political Studies, 39: 446-
462. 

Sainsbury, D. (1994). Gendering welfare states. London: Sage Publications. 

Smuthkalin, W. (2006). Political regimes and welfare state development in East Asia: 
how state leaders matter to social policy expansion in Taiwan, Thailand, and 
China [electronic resource].  

Tang K.L. & Wong, C.K. (Eds.) (2003). Poverty monitoring and alleviation in East 
Asia. New York: Nova Science Publishers. 

Twaddle, A. (Ed.) (2002). Health care reform around the world. Westport, Conn.: 
Auburn House 

Walker, A. & Wong, C.K. (1996). Rethinking the western construction of the welfare 
state. International Journal of Health Services, l26 (1): 67-92. 

Walker, A. & Wong, C.K. (Eds.) (2005). East Asian welfare regimes in transition: 
From Confusianism to globalization.  Bristol: The Policy Press. 

 


